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such a way that he is substantially a slave: between these two
extremes lies every form of control. The control may not be
merely personal, for the lord may have his claim on at least
some part of his wealth. This part may be greater or less; in
extreme cases it may extend to all and sometimes more than
all of the surplus over that which is required for the subsistence
of the peasant and his family: in which last case he may be
reduced to abject poverty and misery. Concurrently his lord
may be his ruler and also his judge, from whose courts there
may be no effective appeal.

Intermittently the peasant, aided by his communal organiza-
tions, struggles against this dominance, but even as he obtains
partial or complete freedom, it may be that he gains but little
improvement save in his status as a man. The controlling fact
in his racial life is indeed this: he concentrates his energies on
his own daily work and his own social and personal interests,
whilst his intelligence, although acute in matters relating to his
work, is normally very limited in relation to the ordinary business
side of life. As a result the peasantry are likely in an acquisitive
civilization to be at the mercy of persons more clever and
powerful than themselves. Thus we find the peasant, even
during the lord's dominance, or more definitely as he frees him-
self, passing under the control not only of the landlord, where
such exists, but of the traders and lenders of money. Thereafter
it may be the turn of these traders and money-lenders to absorb
the greater part, and sometimes all or more than all, of his
surplus wealth.

From this economic control the European peasantry have
escaped or tried to escape by co-operative action, in early days
by minor efforts and later by the great movement for agricul-
tural co-operation that since its initiation in the later half of
the nineteenth century has swept over Europe. The escape
from dominance, so far as it has been secured, has, however,
turned out to be temporary. Where either with or without
the help of co-operation, the European peasantry have so far
developed their surplus production as to force it into a world's
market, a new position arises. Power of production in agricul-